At a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Joliet, Illinois, held Thursday, July 16, 2009, at the hour of 1:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 150 West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois with the following members present:    

Mr. Ed Hennessy
Mr. William Ferguson

Mr. Charles Graham

Ms. Christine Merriman
Ms. Denise Powers (Chairman Pro-Tem)   
Mr. Jim Riggs                           

Absent: 
Ms. Elizabeth Nevarez
Thereupon the following matters were heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals:

PETITION 2009-29:    A Variation of Use
to allow a retail gift shop in an R-2 (single-family residential) zoning district, located at 464 Washington St.   

Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Sergio Abrego, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Abrego did not have any questions or additional comments. 

Mr. Graham asked if any food items would be sold at the gift shop, and Mr. Abrego answered “no”.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                        

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.                  

Petition 2009-29 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-30:    Several Variations including a side-yard setback along the north lot line from 6 ft. to 4 ft., total side-yards from 15 ft. to 13 ft., and increase in total building coverage from 30% to 35% to allow an addition to an existing single-family residence, located at 124 Arizona Ave.  
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Lillie B. Harrison, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Harrison did not have questions or additional comments.                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes. Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.        

Petition 2009-30 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-31:    Several Variations including a side-yard setback along the north lot line from 3 ft. to 2 
ft., and a side-yard setback along the east lot line from 3 ft. to 1 ft. to allow construction of a detached, located at 559 Mason Ave.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Antonio Mendez, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Mendez did not have any questions or additional comments.                    

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition, and Ms. Merriman seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes. Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.       

Petition 2009-31 was approved with six aye votes.

Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Joliet, Illinois/Thursday, July 16, 2009

PETITION 2009-32:    Several Variations including a front-yard setback from 25 ft. to 12 ft., and a side-yard setback along the north lot line from 5 ft. to 1 ft. 6 in. to allow construction of a porch, located at 12 S. Cagwin Ave.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Edward Masters, attorney for the petitioner, 2701 Black Rd., Joliet, Il.  

Mr. Graham asked if the front façade will be covered or open, and Mr. Masters said that the roof will cover the porch and the front of the porch will remain open.                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.       

Petition 2009-32 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-33:    A Variation of a side-yard setback along the west lot line from 3 ft. to 0 ft. to allow construction of a deck adjacent to an existing above ground swimming pool, located at 2010 George Ave.

Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. David Ryan and Ms. Cynthia Ryan, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Ryan said that the pool is a semi in-ground pool sunk 2 ½ feet, so the height of the deck is less than 2 ½ feet from the ground.                    

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Dorris Hamm, George Ave., Joliet, Il.  Ms. Hamm said that she lives next door to this property.  She said that since there is an easement between the two properties, she does not have an issue with the setback variation.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.   

Petition 2009-33 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-34:    A Special Use Permit to allow a tattoo studio, located at 915 W. Jefferson St.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Mark Tomac, owner of the business, Joliet, Illinois and Mr. Art Mierzycki, owner of the building, Joliet, Illinois.  Neither Mr. Tomac nor Mr. Mierzycki had any questions or additional comments.

Chairman Hennessey asked how much of the building would be occupied by the tattoo studio.  Mr. Tomac said the tattoo studio would occupy the entire building.                     

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.  A person in the audience had questions regarding the petition and came forward.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Mary A. Eichelberger, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Eichelberger said that she lives in the house directly behind this building.  She said that she does not oppose the tattoo parlor business at the property, but she is concerned about waste pick-up for this type of business that uses needles.  She said that the last business at the building was a mortgage company, and when the garbage bags broke, it would result in litter scattered all over the back of the property.  Ms. Eichelberger wanted to know if the new business would be required to have an enclosed garbage dumpster at the property.  Chairman Hennessey said that a condition of special use requires that a 6-foot high fence be installed along the north property line behind the building.                                        

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Rebecca Darley, President of the Cathedral Area Preservation Association (CAPA), and a resident in the area.  She said that she has received numerous complaints and inquiries concerned about this type of business at the property.  She said it is difficult to decide if it is worse to have an empty commercial building in the heart of the Jefferson St. commercial corridor, or to have an enterprise of this nature that the city has been working to limit throughout the community.  Ms. Darley said that she understood the more recent popularity and acceptance of tattoos, but that does not mean it is automatically a good thing to encourage.  She said that CAPA applauds that the city planners have worked to raise the level of commerce on Jefferson St., and that there must be some other type of business more appealing than those such as tattooing or payday lending.  She said that this is an older building with a lot of charm and suggested approving another type of use more suitable that will bring out the historic nature of the building.

Chairman Hennessey asked Mr. Tomac how long his business has been located on Ruby St., and Mr. Tomac said approximately 5 years.  Chairman Hennessey asked if there have been any complaints or police service calls of any kind, and Mr. Tomac said that there have not been any complaints at all.  

Ms. Powers asked Mr. Tomac why he is moving the business out of the Ruby St. property.  Mr. Tomac said that he wanted to improve the parking situation as well as have more exposure on Jefferson St.  

Chairman Hennessey asked Mr. Tomac if he had signed a lease for the Jefferson St. property.  Mr. Tomac said that Mr. Mierzycki was the owner of the building, and that once the special use was approved he would sign the lease.  Chairman Hennessey asked what the term of the lease would be, and Mr. Tomac said it would be for at least 3 years.

Ms. Merriman said that although she welcomes new businesses into the area, she had to agree with Ms. Darley and CAPA that a different use at this property is preferred.   She questioned whether or not there was a tattoo parlor several doors down east of this building.  Mr. Tomac said that there used to be one approximately 10 years ago.  Ms. Merriman said this building is a large building for a tattoo shop.  Mr. Tomac said that his current business is in a 2,000 sq. ft. building, and that this building is the same size.

Mr. Tomac said that he maintains all of the waste generated from the business with receptacles and all of the bio-hazardous materials are professionally contained and picked-up.  Chairman Hennessey said that there is no legal reason why this business should not be able to occupy this building.  He said that a condition of the petition states that the special use can be repealed if the property becomes a public nuisance.

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which tied with 3 aye votes, and 3 nay votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Riggs and Hennessy.  Voting nay were: Graham, Merriman, and Powers.          

Petition 2009-34 will be heard by the Mayor and City Council with no recommendation from the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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PETITION 2009-35:    A Variation to increase building coverage from 30 % to 43% to allow construction of a carport, located at 218 Parks Ave. 
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Rigoberto Lopez, Jr., and Mr. Rigoberto Lopez, Sr., Joliet, Il.  Mr. Lopez, Jr. stated that they had been using a canopy to cover one of their vehicles, but they were required by the city to remove it.  

Ms. Merriman asked if the carport was going to be attached to the back of the house.  Mr. Lopez, Jr. said that it will be a free-standing carport and it will be 6 feet away from the house.  Ms. Merriman asked if the carport is for 1 or 2 cars, and Mr. Lopez, Jr. said it was for 2 cars, and there will be a distance of 3 feet on each side.             

Ms. Powers recalled a previous case when the Zoning Board required the owner to demolish a carport.  Mr. Jackson said that there have been issues with carports in the past, and that several of the cases are pending in court.  He said that because of these issues it is now required that any structure must be built according to proper building standards.  He said that this carport must be constructed according to the new standards to ensure that a sturdy structure is built and is similar in nature to a garage.  

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to approve the petition and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.        

Petition 2009-35 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-36:    A Variation for a front-yard setback along Wake Island Dr. from 30 ft. to 24 ft. to allow an addition onto an existing single-family residence, located at 1624 Delrose St.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Timothy Clark, attorney for the petitioner, 3180 Theodore St., Joliet, Il., and the petitioner, Mr. Krzysztof Fit, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Clark said that Mr. Fit received erroneous information from a contractor indicating that he could build an addition onto the house without a permit.  Mr. Fit halted construction immediately when the city notified him that a permit was required.  Mr. Clark said that city inspectors that have been to the property have led Mr. Fit to believe that the deficiencies of the construction are not insurmountable, however, city management is saying that the addition needs to be demolished.  He said that Mr. Fit wants to comply with the city building code, salvage the structure, and hire professional contractors to finish the construction.  Mr. Clark said that if the addition is ordered to be demolished it will probably not be constructed at all due to financial constraints from having to put the property back to the original condition.  He said that the lower floor of the addition has a ceiling height less than 7 feet, is designed for storage and is accessed only from the outside.  Mr. Clark said that the upstairs will be used for the family dogs during the winter.

Chairman Hennessey asked if any of the contractors are contradicting the violations found by the Building Services Department.  Mr. Clark said that the he just received the letter of violations today, so he was unable to get any opinion or comments from anyone yet.  

Ms. Merriman asked when the new fence was installed.  Mr. Clark said that the fence is a replacement of a pre-existing fence and it was properly permitted.  Ms. Merriman questioned that if Mr. Fit got a permit for a fence, why he would think it was alright to build an addition without a permit.  Mr. Clark said that Mr. Fit knew to get a permit because the fence was installed after construction of the addition began.  

Mr. Riggs asked if tabling this petition for 30 days would allow enough time to have a licensed contractor take over the job and get the approvals needed if possible, and Mr. Clark said that it would be.                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Linda Polnik, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Polnik said that she knows Mr. & Ms. Fit and they are good neighbors.  She said that she does not believe that Mr. Fit would not have started the construction if he knew it was wrong.  She said that the construction doesn’t look bad and the addition is similar to additions on other houses in the neighborhood.                         

Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Jennifer Paddish, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Paddish said that she lives on this street and agrees that Mr. & Ms. Fit are good neighbors and that the addition is similar to others in the neighborhood.   She said she also believes that the Fits would not intentionally build without a permit if they knew it was wrong.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                            

Mr. Riggs moved to table the petition to the next meeting (including all conditions), and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.   

Petition 2009-36 was tabled with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-37:    A Variation of a front-yard setback from 30 ft. to 11 ft. to allow a new room addition and porch to an existing a single-family residence, located at 814 John St. 
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Robert Smith, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Smith did not have any questions or additional comments.  
Ms. Powers asked about the window on the side of the addition.  Mr. Smith said that the addition will add 3 ft. to one-half and 4 ft. to the other half on the front of the house.  He said that the current porch is enclosed but with the new addition, one-half of the porch will be a room and the other half will be an open porch.  He said that it will look more Victorian as it should, and that it will look like the other houses in the neighborhood.                     

Mr. Graham asked if the tree will have to be removed, and Mr. Smith said that he thought that it would have to be removed.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition.  Previously sworn in, Rebecca Darley, President of the Cathedral Area Preservation Association (CAPA), came forward.  Ms. Darley said that CAPA opposes this setback variance.  She said that the setback of 11 ft. for the addition will extend out to the sidewalk.  She said that the other houses on this street are fairly uniform and have the same setback that this house currently has.  Ms. Darley said that this is a small lot and the house covers a lot of the property already.  She said that an addition in the rear would be preferred, leaving the front setback as it is.

Mr. Smith said that the addition will only extend out 4 ft. on one-half of the front of the house.  He said that the addition will be further back from the sidewalk than the front porch of his next door neighbor.  Ms. Darley stated that if there will still be a front yard and will look similar to the other houses on the street, then CAPA would have no objection to the variation.
Ms. Powers asked Mr. Smith if he intended to live in the house, and Mr. Smith said that he would not.
Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Merriman moved to approve the petition, and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.       

Petition 2009-37 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-38:    A Special Use Permit to allow the addition of 3 antennas and 3 microwave antennas to an existing U.S. Cellular tower, located at 2150 Theodore St.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record, and stated that a $5,000.00 bond will be required as a condition of the petition.
Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Rick Marchese, FMHC representing ClearWire, Chicago, Il.  Mr. Marchese did not have any questions or additional comments.
Mr. Riggs asked if there had been any wind load study done on this tower because of the numerous antennas already on the tower, and the larger number of antennas to be added.  Mr. Marchese said that he can provide a stamped set of the complete structural analysis that was done by U.S. Cellular, the owner of the tower.  He said that a “twist and sway” analysis is also performed which ensures that the antennas do not move, because any movement would throw the signal off.   Mr. Riggs asked that the wind load study be submitted for the file. 
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy. 
Petition 2009-38 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-39:    A Special Use Permit to allow the addition of 4 microwave dish antennas, 3 RF antennas, and one radio equipment cabinet to the building rooftop elevator penthouse, located at 311 N. Ottawa St.  
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record, and stated that a $5,000.00 bond will be required as a condition of the petition.
Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Mark Layne, Agent for Clear Wireless LLC, Addison, Il.  Mr. Layne did not have any questions or additional comments.
Mr. Graham asked what the service area would be for these antennas.  Mr. Layne said that will be two technologies located on the rooftop.  He said that the microwave technology is for telephone backhaul, which is a point-to-point relay.  The RF antennas are to broadcast a wireless internet signal which does not have a large footprint.  He said the signal will be just enough to cover the immediate area around the building.  Mr. Layne said that Sprint has been building this Wi-Max Network for a while, and is in operation in many locations.                     

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Gerthel White, 1412 & 1414 N. Brentwood Dr., Joliet, Il.  Ms. White was concerned about the high level of current from the antennas in a residential neighborhood.  She said that she has been living in this neighborhood for 36 years that approximately one-fourth of the residents have died with cancer, and many others currently have developed cancer from the radiation from the antenna lines.  She asked if the EPA has been contacted regarding the new equipment.   Chairman Hennessey stated that the EPA has been contacted and part of the study states that there will be no adverse affect on public health or safety and there will not be any interference with electronic devices or appliances.  Mr. Jackson stated that this request is for the senior mid-rise building in the downtown area.  Ms. White said she had meant to speak against the co-location on a tower for previous petition located at 2150 Theodore St.  Mr. Jackson said that the concern of Ms. White had more to do with the power transmission cables.  He said that the communications equipment to be installed at the locations of concern today, deal with microwave technology, radio signals and wireless internet.  Mr. Jackson said that these installations will pull power from the existing service at these locations.  He said that the main concern of Ms. White is with the existing transmission towers, and that the addition of microwave dish antennas and RF antennas will not create any additional power generation.  Ms. Merriman said that this technology will allow for a better signal for internet usage.  Mr. Riggs clarified that these are receiver antennas, not transmission antennas, and they will only receive signals that are already present in the area.  
 Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Ferguson moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.
Petition 2009-39 was approved with six aye votes.
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PETITION 2009-40:    A Special Use Permit to allow a communications tower located at 500 Stryker Ave.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record, and stated that a $30,000.00 bond will be required for the new tower, as a condition of the petition.
Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. Joe Cook, Caton Weber LLC, Channahon, Il., and Terry Germany, Midway Three Development LLC, Mokena, Il.  Mr. Cook said that after construction this tower will be handed over to NiCor.  He said that this tower will be used in the instance of communication breakdown due to natural disasters.  Mr. Cook said that it will allow the NiCor truck drivers talk between themselves and to NiCor dispatch.                       

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Councilman Warren Dorris, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Dorris said that Prayer Tower Church acquired this property approximately 6 months ago, and the construction completion date is set for the second quarter of 2010.  The church sold a portion of the property to NiCor for the installation of the telecommunications tower.
Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Riggs moved to approve the petition (including all conditions), and Ms. Powers seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.
Petition 2009-40 was approved with six aye votes.
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REPEAL OF PETITION 1980-46:  A Variation of Use to allow continued use of a 5-unit apartment building in an R-3 (one and two-family residential) zoned district, located at 101 Seeser St.
Mr. Jackson read the staff report into the record.

Chairman Hennessey swore in Mr. John Schrock, attorney for the petitioner, Joliet, Il., and the owner, Ms. Ligia Anckerman, Joliet, Il.  Mr. Schrock stated that there was some litigation between the owner and the tenant that lived in the basement.  He said that the tenant in the basement has moved out, and the owner will not rent out the basement to any more tenants.  Chairman Hennessey asked when the basement tenant moved out.  Mr. Schrock said that an eviction was ordered by the court in May of this year.  

Ms. Powers asked what is currently in the basement, and Ms. Anckerman said there is a laundry room.  

Ms. Merriman said that she grew up in this area, and she knows there has always been 6 units in the building.   Mr. Graham said this is an illegal 6-unit building and that the basement should have never been occupied, and Mr. Schrock concurred.  Ms. Powers said that the owner attended a housing abatement hearing in June, 2006 and again in June, 2008 for the same offense of a 6th unit in the building.  Ms. Powers asked Ms. Anckerman why it took 3 years for her to take action and remove the 6th unit.
Mr. Jackson said that a memo from the Neighborhood Services Division, states that the unit in the basement was being inspected through the Rental Inspection Program, but that the petitioner continued to partition off more rooms and let people move in knowing that it was illegal.  Neighborhood Services then disallowed the owner to use any area in the basement, in order to make the entire property easier to monitor for the Rental Inspection Program.  Chairman Hennessey asked about the status on the violation of the public nuisance condition.  Mr. Jackson said that there have been several calls for service to the police department so far this year.  Mr. Schrock said that the tenant that lived in the basement had a son who had assaulted the owner. 
Ms. Powers said that the owner was told to remove the 6th unit in 2006.  Ms. Ankerman said that she did remove the unit, but a homeless person came and consistently begged to stay in the basement and she allowed it.  
Ms. Powers asked Mr. Jackson if the repeal were approved, that would mean the board would be repealing the 5-unit use of the building.  Mr. Jackson said that the underlying zoning allows up to 2-units, but the variation granted a 5-unit use.  He said that if the repeal were approved, the building would have to revert to a 2-unit building.  Mr. Jackson said that the owner could then petition for a variation to allow a 4-unit, which would be a viable option in regard to monitoring through the Rental Inspection Program.  

Mr. Jackson said if the board were to table the petition, then another inspection will be done.  Mr. Jackson asked Ms. Ankerman what facilities were in the basement, and Ms. Ankerman said there is a bathroom and a laundry room, but there is not a kitchen, in the basement.
Chairman Hennessey and Ms. Merriman asked Mr. Schrock to submit a copy of the court order for eviction to the file. 

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Mr. Graham moved to table the repeal of the petition, and requested that Ms. Toso from Neighborhood Services and the neighborhood police officer appear at the next meeting, and Ms. Merriman seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Riggs and Hennessy.  Voting nay:  Powers
Repeal of Petition 1980-46 was tabled with five aye votes.
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REPEAL OF PETITION 2004-147:  Variation of Use to allow a tattoo parlor in a commercial storefront located at 650 Ruby St.
Chairman Hennessey stated that Mr. Tomac, who was sworn in for the previous variation for 915 W. Jefferson St. that was tabled.  He said that Mr. Tomac was not going to vacate the Ruby St. business if he is not approved for business at Jefferson St.  Mr. Torri stated that the variation of use for Jefferson St. could go forward to City Council for approval, subject to the repeal of the variation of use at Ruby St.  Mr. Tomac said that this business is how he provides for his family, and he can not go without a location.  Chairman Hennessey swore in Ms. Christi Tomac, Joliet, Il.  Ms. Tomac said that they live in the Cathedral Area.   She said that she has been landscaping the Ruby St. property to make it inviting and not stand out like a sore thumb, and she is hoping that she will be able do the same for the property on Jefferson St. 
Chairman Hennessey suggested that Mr. Tomac meet with CAPA regarding the petition before being heard by the City Council.

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the petition and no one came forward.                                   

Chairman Hennessey closed the petition and asked the board for a discussion and a vote.                                              

Ms. Powers moved to table the repeal of the petition, and Mr. Riggs seconded the motion, which passed with 6 aye votes.  Voting aye were:  Ferguson, Graham, Merriman, Powers, Riggs and Hennessy.
Repeal of Petition 2004-147 was tabled with six aye votes.

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal approval of the minutes of the June 18, 2009 meeting and this passed unanimously with a verbal vote.                                 

Chairman Hennessey asked for a verbal vote to adjourn the meeting and the Board unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.                       

cc: S. Mufich, Neighborhood Services
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