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1.0 Introduction

This report provides a Development Plan with specific, implementable urban
design and development recommendations for the enhancement of Joliet City
Center. Each element of the Development Plan was selected based upon its
ability to meet four general criteria:

*  Development and urban design decisions should build upon and
complement the considerable resources already found in Joliet.

*  Development and urban design recommendations should consider and
respond to future demographic, economic and real estate market
potentials in Will County and Joliet.

*  Recommendations should focus on building a distinctive, positive identity
for Joliet City Center.

*  The Development Plan should illustrate how Joliet City Center can
increase its regional impact as an urban center.

The recommendations included in the Development Plan should work
together to meet these criteria by creating the sort of revitalization action that
has been found to be so successful in many other American cities. When
implemented, each private or public investment should leverage other City
Center development. In time, the overall activity level, competitiveness and
liveability of the City Center will be enhanced so that the City Center will be
"the place” to do the business of economic development for all of Joliet and

Will County.

The Joliet City Center Development Plan is a flexible planning document that
identifies the vision and values to be achieved in the City Center over the
next two decades or more. The plan is predicated on a general assessment
of market conditions and backed up with an action-oriented implementation
strategy. The Development Plan should be viewed as a flexible plan -- one
that will change and evolve over time in response to changing conditions.

There are no inherent reasons why Joliet cannot become widely known as an
enjoyable, productive and economically viable City Center. However, this
will only be possible through aggressive action which combines public and
private investment. The public improvements recommended in the Plan will
contribute significantly to enhancing the City Center’s development
environment by helping to establish a fresh image and market identity for the

area, and by demonstrating a strong commitment to implementation. These




